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January 10, 1985 


Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 

Dear Harold: 

Just a brief note to thank you for your kind words 
concerning my opposition to continuing covert funding for the 
rebels in Nicaragua. 

As I stated in The Washington Post interview, we must find 
some means other than covert assistance to keep up our pressure 
on the Sandinistas. Recent articles in The Washington Post , the 
Christian Science Monitor , and The Economist indicate that the 
repression has increased in Nicaragua since the November 4th 
elections. The State Department's Bureau of Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Affairs reports that there are 1,400 political 
prisoners in Nicaragua's jails. (The State Department properly 
distinguishes these people from the thousands of former members 
of Somoza's National Guard who are also imprisoned.) I think it 
is important that we in the United States recognize that a 
totalitarian system is gradually being erected by the 
Sandinistas . 

So long as the word "intelligence" and "CIA" are associated 
with the Nicaraguan rebels, the issue will remain shifted from 
what it should be — Sandinista repression — to what the 
Sandinistas want it to be — an American "secret war." Covert 
assistance to the rebels thus benefits neither the 
anti-Sandinista forces nor the CIA. I will therefore oppose 
further covert assistance, even though I continue to support 
many of those who have taken up arms against a regime that 
ignores the very promises that brought it victory five years 
ago. 
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